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Destiny

Debabrata Utthasini
Ex-student, Department of English (Post Graduate)
Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya

O Destiny, let thee be seen.
Thou art irrevocable.
Is it not so mean?
And all thou leave: some incapable !

Really, how strange thee are!
Ye, a pretence,
Ye, a rough shower;
Have no reverence.

Let me see
Please be slow,

Allow to be free.

Destiny, you’re the utmost truth,
Me thee make a booth.
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Scientific Sensibility in time of Novel Corona Virus

Subhasis Mandal
Ex-student, Department of English (Post Graduate)
Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya

Almost one and a half years have passed, still we can't overcome
this corona boredom, still we don't get relief from the clutches of Corona
pandemic. It now arises a horrible question in the minds of human beings
that what will be the future of human civilization! Covid-19 is regarded a
curse on human civilization. Though according to some intellectuals, Covid-19
has too a learning process; to them, it is a blessing as it decreases the
environment pollution as well as it imparts peace to such people who were
utterly busy from dawn to dusk before the emergence of this Novel corona
Virus. It is like science which has bless and curse as well. The Covid-19
pandemic has brought to the fore the importance of a thriving scientific
ecosystem for dealing with global crises. We are using masks in order to
protect ourselves from the attack of this virus. Really it is a thought provoking
matter to us that Covid-19 has stated as an obstinate mask on the mouth of
human civilization and through which it cannot breathe well. Scientific
sensibility is very important in order to protect ourselves from this ruthless
virus as the entire world was waiting for corona vaccine and it is worth noting
that science can only bring that miracle. In the diverse social structure that
characterizes India, misbelieves and superstitions are still as active as in
earlier days. Social media in particular has been swamped by hundreds of
beliefs and superstitions during the COVID-19 pandemic, primarily 'infecting'
digitally literate people who are unable to check the fake and unthinkingly
passing on suspect messages going viral. Common people in general have
been found wanting in responding to calls for greater awareness
and necessary  behavioural change towards adopting  safe
practices. Mainstream media in India has been largely playing its role
in educating people about the pandemic and thereby contributing towards
inculcating scientific temper, but more needs to be done. Five highly
circulated superstitions and misbeliefs on social media about the corona virus
have figured in this observation, while public awareness campaigns like 'hoax
busters' by Indian Scientists.

Response to Covid-19 (ASRC) and 'Infodemic vis-a-vis Pandemic'
by Dr. Anamika Ray Memorial Trust (ARMT) has been highlighted as the sort
of responses that can be mounted to counter misinformation and
superstitions.
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superstitions.

In the book “Superstition: Belief in the Age of Science”, author
Robert L. Park (2008) explained the concept of faith and superstition:
“...scientists use the word “faith” to express their confidence that the laws of
nature will prevail, beginning with the law of cause and effect. The religious
use of “faith” implies belief in a higher power that makes things happen
independently a physical cause. This defines superstition. The two
meanings of “faith” are thus not only different, they are exact opposites”. As
the author makes it clear here, faith has two meanings and these are exactly
opposite.

Although various superstitions are discernible rather viral in
various social media platforms on Covid-19.We can note few instances in this
respect. In the pre-lockdown period, particularly mentioning on the tenth day
of first phase of nationwide lockdown, our prime minister Shri Narendra
Modi addressed the country in a short video message at 9 pm. He requested
the citizens to turn off lights for 9 minutes at 9 pm on April 5 and light a
candle/earthen lamp/torch or the flashlight on mobile phones to mark
the country's fight against COVID-19 (ET Online, 2020). The Prime Minister's
message was about making a gesture of gratitude to corona virus warriors
and give them mental strength during the crisis. Such a move would also
remind people they are not alone, and thereby help mitigate the sense of
isolation a lockdown brings. But many people reacted on social media by
arguing that lighting lamps is a very good gesture, because it creates an
‘ethereal aura' that is very calming and effective — which is but a belief.

Many people also discovered a significance in the number 9.
They sought to explain it 'scientifically' but ended up purveying superstition
— about the timing of the PM's address at 9 am, his exhortation to the
people to light lamps or flash light for 9 minutes at 9 pm on April 5 (5th day+
4th month = 9), the address made after 9 days of beginning of lockdown, 9
days left from April 5th, 9 Planets, No. 9 = Mars (Mangal — the Planet of Light
& Fire). There are a lot of nines in this paragraph, even for a coincidence! A
former Head of the Indian Medical Association took to social media to
“explain the science” behind the Prime Minister’s announcement — “...[the
announcement] is based on Yoga Vasistha, Chapter 6, the principle of
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collective consciousness. ...This collective consciousness has the power to
heal the ACE2-receptors in our bodies. If we all think together that the
corona virus must not attach itself to our ACE2-receptors, then our collective
consciousness will make sure this doesn’t happen” (The Wire Analysis, 2020).
Unfortunately, it ended up creating more confusion than elucidation. The fact
remains there is no relevance of number 9 in killing the novel coronavirus.

Another belief that the virus will not survive in hot temperatures
also created confusion. A social media post claimed quoting a scientist that
lighting 130 candles together will increase temperature by 9 degrees. Such a
claim is surely vague and unscientific. The World Health Organisation (WHO)
has said: “From the evidence so far, Covid-19 can be transmitted in all areas,
including areas with hot and humid weather. This means, you can catch
coronavirus no matter how sunny or hot the weather is. Countries with hot
weather have reported cases of Covid- 19,

Not only the first two ,there are so many unscientific activities
taken by the people of India in this deplorable condition. For another
instances such as clapping and clanging utensils, cow urine and dung and
water of Ganges etc. There is no doubt that all these activities have an
auspicious meaning but in time of Novel corona virus, these activities are
utterly fruitless and unscientific as they only Carry out stupidity and
depression in minds of people.

In some cases, people are more conscious about the past rather
than present and the future. They believe in religion, myth and magic. One
possible reason is that in times of heightened stress, people tend to resort to
magical thinking and absurd behaviour, particularly when there seem to be
few ways to exert control over situation which creates psychological
weakness. In this connection | would like to mention a Kannada novel
entitled "Samskara" where we see superstitions Brahmin people of Agrahara
village who were reluctant to cremate the dead body of Naranappa, another
Brahmin. Naranappa was an independent Brahmin who had no faith in
Brahmanism. People were much superstitious and unscientific and for their
vague beliefs, there had been spreading the plague disease. In this
deplorable condition, people of Agrahara village were much conscious about
their religion and caste rather than disease. For their misinterpretation of the
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situation, there had been spread plague everywhere in the Agrahara village.
They used to beat the gongs in order to save themselves from the plague
disease.

A rural woman spoke about the rituals that she was performing
which was published in a report."l have received information from my
relatives via whatsapp which says you should light one diya each per sibling
of yours. You are also supposed to pour that many buckets of water into a
well. I have been doing his for my family,” she said, adding, “A few days ago,
my sister who lives in Mumbai, called me and asked to search for a certain
kind of hair. If you find it, then it belongs to Lord Hanuman. Now, we have to
dip the hair in water and sprinkle it inside the entire home, as it will keep the
coronavirus away. | tried to find the hair, but could not find one” (Sharma,
2020). Some people believe the pandemic is a test by Allah of their faith,
while some others assert that it is a sign of Allah's divine anger and
punishment (Abderrahmani, 2020).

These are but a few examples of the superstitions and beliefs
among thousands flooding social media during the ongoing crisis. Sometimes
it is difficult to identify whether a message is based on superstition or some
beliefs/misbeliefs or faith. But a scientific temperament would surely help to
understand whether a message should be believed or avoided.

It is truly pathetic that some irrational people are treating with
Corona patients or victims in an unauthentic manner as they are outsiders
and their ruthless activity doesn't prove that it is in terms of maintaining
social distancing. In the name of corona virus they are creating unscientific
activities and riots. They are making gossips about a covid patient who is
suspected in their eyes and consequently torturing his family and don't let
them to take a clear breathe. For their unscientific behaviour and
superstitious outlook, it apparently seems to the corona patients "To be or
not to be-That is the question; Whether it is nobler in the mind to suffer the
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune or take arms against a sea of
troubles and by opposing end them?" They have taken corona virus as racial
problem. What is very much necessary and indispensable in this crucial
moment is consciousness. But it is a miserable that most of the people are
not conscious. They are more superstitious in lieu of being conscious.
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It is well to be said that we live in the age of science, reason and
enlightenment. Still it is deplorable that Some people use science as a
fashion. We use the dress of science but our body or mind is still
superstitious. Religious people can not accept it whole heartedly as they are
bound to believe in superstition on account of religious fervour. Although our
birth is scientific but when we grow up, we prone to believe in superstition.
People believe in religious faith as religious implications compel them to
believe it's conquest. superstition lies in our tradition and existence. It is
really difficult task on our part to give up our tradition. We love to read
science, we love to achieve degrees in science. But we are obstinate and
reluctant to accept scientific thought and beliefs. We can't keep faith in
scientific process because we need Speedy recovery and we believe magic
can only bring speedy recovery. It reminds us the contrast between science
and faith in Victorian age. Coleridge has stated a well known remark in his
critique "Biographia Literaria" ,"Willing suspension of disbelief".

Actually science and scientific sensibility are two different things.
Science depends on discovery; on the other hand, scientific sensibility
depends on discussion. Science depends on knowledge; on the other hand
scientific sensibility depends on wisdom.

What we need most in this crucial moment is awareness and self
consciousness. We should maintain lockdown and use essential things
related to awareness on this Covid-19. It has no race and religion. We should
believe in scientific theory. The Government, state and central altogether,
heart and soul is trying to find out the proper solution in respect of this crux.
In this deplorable moment we should believe in science, let scientific
sensibility prevail in our heart. All the preparations are going on for creating
remedy on account of abolition of this harmful virus is nothing but the fruit
of science...so believe in science and scientific thought. We should create
scientific temper to secure our post covid future. The rise of scientific
sensibility can only save us from our destruction.
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One Day International Webinar

Dr. Sukumar Chandra
pal, Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya
airperson, Webinar Organizing Committee

Maligram, Paschim Medinipur, W.B.-721140

Dr. Goutam Kumar Maity, Asst. Professor &
HOD, Physics, Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya
Secretary, Webinar Organizing Committee

Organizing Committee: Dr. Somnath De
Asst. Professor, Physics
Dr. Joydeb Bera
IQAC Coordinator
Mr. Avik Guchhait
SACT, Physics

E-Certificates for participation will be emailed to the attendees
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Dr. Sukumar Chandra

Principal, Pingia Thana Mahavidyalays

TOPIC: Evolution of Communication
nd Introduction of Mobile

ed Physics

Assam U
Silchar, Assam

ty (A Central Unive

TOPIC: Binary oxide Thin Films for Non-volatile

Resistive Random Access Memory Applications

Dr-Sandip Paul Choudhury
Asst._Professor

Degit.of Sciente & Humanities, NIT
NeGaland , Ditaput, Nagaland, India
TOPIC: Graphene Oxide (GO)
Nario.

A

composite based Room Temperature Gas Sensor

Dr_ Himadsi Barman,
Treoretical Physicist,

-
N 2AN

TOPIC: Condensed Matter Physics

University, Hangzhou

GOOGLE MEET (Joining
credentials to be shared prior to the
start of the webinar)

Or. Subhajit Saha
Postdoctoral Research Fellow
National Tsing Hua University
Hsinchu 30013, Taiwan

- Condensed Matter Pivysics
3 Departemant of Ploysics, Zhejiony

TOPIC: Light-emitting nanocrystals for lighting and

display applications.
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WE(B)l:;lAR =~ Rlc‘
Explore the
CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
in Govt Sector &
Unlock the
POTENTIALS
in You

Date: 8th June, 202
® Time: 11.00 am (@)

Webinar platform

Qoo

Jointly organised by

PATRON

CO-ORDINATORS

SPEAKERS

Dr. Sukumar Chandra
Principal, Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya

Mr. Soumya Banerjee
Manager- Academic Operations, RICE Education

Our Honourable Speak

RICE Education- Kharagpur and
Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya

Bhattacharya

Secretary, Teachers’ Council, Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya

Mr. Sourav Kumar Hansda
Convener, Career Counselling Cell
Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya

Mr. Abhishek Chatterjee

Expert Teacher (GI), RICE Education

Joining link will be sent to the registered candidates only

K on the given link to registes

Applicable only for students of

For further queries - ~ 8479917955/ 9434416810

A THREE DAY STATE LEVEL VIRTUAL WORKSHOP
ON

www.riceindia.org

RESEARCH SUPPORT TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES

16.08.2021 — 18.08.2021

ORGANIZED BY

IPARTMENT OF CENTRAL LIBRAR

PINGLA THANA MAHAVIDYALAYA
MALIGRAM :: PASCHIM MEDINIPUR

Platform : Google Meet

ABOUT THE WO oP: is very Imp
do fruitful research we need latest resource support in a large scale. Besides, available
physical there are digitally both free and subscription wise
and those may play a very important role in todays research, especially when we are
passing from serious that Is g abit, in of data on
ground through direct contact.

part of our To

Our workshop is an endeavour towards finding a way to collect good research resouces
and In that path this workshop will try to enlighten about how to access digital

resources; how to use NDL to get huge and how to prepare the very important part of

thesis ‘reference’ using software.
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@F-IAEDS GET

ST e weeiere el ol ¢ AFhos eforifrel

U ETEBFE, 0%0: “ME g Kol wre wiifere weefos Bie S bes
b G, 203: Webinar on “Explore Career Opportunitiesin Govt. Sector and Unlock the Potentials in You

jointly organised by RICE Education- Kharagpur and Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya
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PINGLA THANA MAHAVIDYALAYA
&
R
NSS UNITS (I, I, ITI & IV) ORGANISES
POSTER COMPETITION
TO CELEBRATE WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
5TH JUNE, 2021

Interested college students can pa:'titipate in this competition
Theme: Ci iporary Issues Related to Global Environment

Rules:
*Each participant can submit only one poster
“The poster must be made on the Ad size sheet with margins drawn with black pen or marker
«Acceptable tools for drawing/painting include pencil, crayon, watercolor, oil paint, ete: Photographs, print-outs won't be acceptable. It must
be original and hand made.
*Name of the participant, Semester, Subject, college name must be clearly mentioned on the right-hand side
bottom of the sheet.

SUBMISSION FORMAT: Participants have to submit the picture of the poster in PDF on the given email
1D abhijitbhattacharya@pinglacollege.ac.in before o at 05:00 pm..

g iface et Swaioe (63 g9, 03)
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Pingla Thana Mabavidpalapa B
An IQAC Initiative

Natior bir

on
BE WITH YOGA, BE AT HOME

Organised by

Dep: of Phy
sir / Madam,
We have immense pleasure to inform you that the Department of Physical
Pingla Thana is going to organise a National Level Webinar on

the Theme of the International Day of Yoga 2021 - Be With Yoga, Be at Home to be held
on 21% Jjune, 2021 during 09.00 am to 11.00 am.

Distinguished guests, eminent resource persons, research scholars and professionals
all over the country are expected to attend the webinar.

On behalf of the Seminar Organising Committee, it is our privilege to cordially invite
you to be with us.

With regards,

The 15% June, 2021 Dr. Sukumar Chandra Dr. Rajarshi Kayal
Paschim Medinipur Chairman, Webinar Organising Committee &  Secretary. Webinar Organising Committas &
West Bengal P Wead. Dopart o Eaucaton

Pingla Thar
Paschim

* Date: 21* June, 2021

* Time: 09.00 am — 11.00 am

*  Webinar Platform: Google Meet

Contact Persons:
~Dr. Rajarshi Kayal, Head, Dept. of Physical Education, Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya,

rajarshikayal@ pinglacollege.ac.in 9433420325
=Prof. Shyam Sundar Rath, Dept. of Physical Education, 9733060420
+Prof. Pradip Mandal , Dept. of Physical Education, 9734578380
*Mr. Subhasis Chakravorti, Dept. of Physical Education, 9734368914

Last Date of Registration: 19.06.2021
Registration Link

***All are cordially welcome

INSS UNITS (1, II, IT & I'V) ANISES
ONLINE YOGASANAE ITION
TO CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY

2157 JUNE, 2021
Interested condlidotes con participate in this exhibition (No oge Limit)

RULES:
*Each participant can submit only one video
*Background of the video must be clear
*Three yogasanas to be performed within 2 minutes (holding time — minimum 5 sec ) |

ame of the participant, Semester, Subject, college and pame of yogasanas must be mentioned in the videa!

before starting yogasanas.

Participants can whatsapp his/her video at 9433717002 or can email at abhijitbhattacharya @ pinglacollege.ac.in within 20*

June 2021. An online yogasana presentation will be organised through google meet on 21 June 2021 at 11.30 AM. Along|

with theizvideos participants #ife also requested to mention his or her WllIAgness to perform online on 21.06. 2021

Google meet link for 21% Junc: https://meet google.com/aca-wedo-enk Time: 11.30 AM
Selected videos will be posted on college facebook page

Khokan m

-

@ Webinar team Pingla Tha

<8 A

34 others
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